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B-E 


B-E
1

B-E 
1:  Reclamation respectfully believes that appropriate consultation with Indian Tribal Governments occurred with respect to the development of interim surplus criteria.  A full listing of the consultations during the development of the interim surplus criteria is found in Section 5.4.

B-E 
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
1a

B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
2

B-E Engineering 
1a:  The interim surplus criteria will not alter the quantity of priority of Tribal entitlements.  In fact, as noted by the description of the Tribes' water rights above, the Tribes have the highest priority water rights on the Colorado River.  Surplus determinations have been made by the Secretary since 1996, and surplus water supplies have been utilized by valid Colorado River contractors under the Secretary's annual surplus determinations since that date.  Adoption of ISC will not make any additional surplus water available as compared with current conditions, but rather will provide more objective criteria for surplus determinations and will quantify the amounts of surplus water to be made available on an annual basis.  Reclamation does not believe that identifying the limited amounts of surplus water will provide any additional disincentives for Tribal water development.  Interim surplus criteria are also intended to complement efforts by California to reduce its over reliance on surplus water.  The selection of any of the alternatives of this proposed action does not preclude any entitlement holder from using its water rights.2:  See response to Comment 1.
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
3

B-E Engineering 
4

B-E Engineering 
cont'd

B-E Engineering 
3:  Unquantified Colorado River water rights cannot be analyzed and as such does not constitute an environmental justice issue for this EIS.4:  See response to Comment 49-1.
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
5

B-E Engineering 
5:  Sections 3.9.2.2.3 and 3.9.2.3.2 of the FEIS have been expanded to include additional detail with regard to the importance of Pearce Ferry to the Hualapai, based on the Tribes comments on the DEIS.  Note that although baseline conditions and the interim surplus criteria alternatives under consideration would result in increased probabilities for lower Lake Mead surface elevations over time, the primary influence on Lake Mead elevation reductions results from increases in Uper Basin depletions.
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
6

B-E Engineering 
cont'd

B-E Engineering 
6:  Thank you for your comments and for bringing to our attention your concerns regarding Reclamation's on-going operation of the Upper and Lower Colorado River.  Per a request from the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the matter of effects to historic properties that might result from development of Interim Surplus Criteria (ISC) has been forwarded to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council).  Development and implementation of ISC falls within the range of on-going operations, and the reservoirs and the River will continue to be operated within historic operational parameters under both baseline conditions and action alternatives.  Because of this, Reclamation believes many of the issues you raise with regard to historic properties are better addressed under Section 110, rather than Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  Reclamation is aware of its responsibilities under Section 110 for managing historic properties on lands under its jurisdiction and will commit to consulting with the Hualapai and other tribes within that framework.  In accordance with the direction provided by EO 13007, Reclamation is also committed to working with the Hualapai and other tribes with ties to the Lower Colorado River to accommodate access to and use of sacred sites, and to the extent practicable, not adversely affect the physical integrity of sacred sites which have been identified by the tribes as being located on lands under its jurisdiction.  If the Hualapai or other tribes have information concerning sacred sites that are being impacted by on-going reservoir and river operations, Reclamation urges the tribes to bring these situations to the attention of the appropriate Reclamation office.
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
cont'd
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
7

B-E Engineering 
cont'd

B-E Engineering 
7:  The operation of the Colorado River and the development of interim surplus criteria are complex and highly technical in nature.  A considerable effort was made to balance the needs of all members of the public and write the DEIS in language that could be understood by both a technical and non-technical audience.  The writers of the DEIS acknowledge the difficulty of accomplishing this task.  For the FEIS, the writers of the document have made a further effort to use plain language whenever possible.  Chapter 5 has been modified to more fully describe the process to consult with Tribes. Several meetings regarding interim surplus criteria were held in which the Hualapai Tribe was invited.



VOLUME III, PART B                                                                                                                                                                                                      TRIBES - HUALAPAI NATION
COMMENT LETTER RESPONSES

COLORADO RIVER INTERIM SURPLUS CRITERIA FEIS                                                                                                                                                                        LETTER 49
                                                                                                                                                B-181

B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
cont'd
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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
8

B-E Engineering 
8:  The DEIS and FEIS are technical documents and as such, contain substantial technical information.  Reclamation has made every effort possible to provide extensive, understandable explanations of the technical analysis in the DEIS and FEIS.   Further, during the public comment period, Reclamation conducted technical meetings and public hearings to receive questions and provide explanation on the technical aspects of the studies conducted and information presented in the DEIS.  The dates and times of these meetings were published in letters mailed to interested parties, local newspapers and in the Federal Register. Furthermore, Reclamation also accommodated various agencies and other entities by meeting with them, at their request, to provide explanation on the technical aspects of the studies conducted and information presented in the DEIS.  As such, Reclamation is of the opinion that it has made every effort possible to meet or exceed the standards for plain language, understandability, and low-income and minority community access.  Chapter 5 of the FEIS entitled "Consultation and Coordination" includes Reclamation's public involvement process and coordination.  See also response to Comment 49-7.
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B-E 
This document is an attachment ot the Hualapai Nation's Septermber 8, 2000 comment letter.  All relevant comments are addressed above in response to the September 8, 2000 letter.
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B-E 
This document is an attachment to the Hualapai Nation's Septermber 8, 2000 comment letter.  All relevant comments are addressed above in the response to the Septermber 8, 2000 letter.



VOLUME III, PART B                 TRIBES - HUALAPAI NATION
COMMENT LETTER RESPONSES

COLORADO RIVER INTERIM SURPLUS CRITERIA FEIS                                                                                                                                                                        LETTER 49
B-186




